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28-30 Tavistock Square
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Email: adam.swift@ucl.ac.uk
Website: https://www.adamswift.uk/
EDUCATION
1984-88: Nuffield College, University of Oxford
1983-84: Harvard University (Kennedy Scholar)
1980-83: Balliol College, University of Oxford (Brackenbury Scholar)

QUALIFICATIONS 
1993: D.Phil: For A Sociologically Informed Political Theory 
1986: M.Phil in Sociology 
1983: BA in Philosophy, Politics and Economics, First Class Honours 

CAREER
2018-present: Professor of Political Theory, Department of Political Science, University College London

2013-2018: Professor of Political Theory, Department of Politics and International Studies, University of Warwick
2005-9: Founding Director, Centre for the Study of Social Justice, Department of Politics and International Relations, University of Oxford
2000-2002: Research Fellow, Nuffield College, University of Oxford
1989-2012: CUF Lecturer in Politics, Department of Politics and International Relations, University of Oxford 
1988-2012: Official Fellow and Tutor in Politics and Sociology, Balliol College, University of Oxford
1987-1988: Open Prize Research Fellow, Nuffield College, University of Oxford

PUBLICATIONS

Books
How To Think About Religious Schools: Principles and Policies (with Matthew Clayton, Andrew Mason and Ruth Wareham), (Oxford University Press, forthcoming 2024).
Educational Goods: Values, Evidence and Decision-Making (with Harry Brighouse, Helen F. Ladd, and Susanna Loeb) (Chicago University Press, 2018).
Family Values: The Ethics of Parent-Child Relationships (with Harry Brighouse), (Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press, 2014).

How Not To Be A Hypocrite: School Choice for the Morally Perplexed Parent (London: Routledge Falmer 2003).

Political Philosophy: A Beginners’ Guide for Students and Politicians (Cambridge: Polity, 2001). (2nd edition, 2006; 3rd edition, 2013; 4th edition 2019.) (Translated into Czech, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Mongolian, Polish and Spanish.) 

Against the Odds? Social Class and Social Justice in Industrial Societies (with Gordon Marshall and Stephen Roberts), (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997).

Liberals and Communitarians (with Stephen Mulhall), (Oxford: Blackwell 1992). (2nd edition, 1996.) (Translated into Spanish, Korean and Japanese.)
Pamphlets

How To Regulate Faith Schools (with Matthew Clayton, Andrew Mason and Ruth Wareham), Philosophy of Education Society of Great Britain IMPACT pamphlet (2018)

Edited Collections
‘Social Justice: Ideal Theory, Nonideal Circumstances’, special issue of Social Theory and Practice 2008 34(3) (co-edited with Ingrid Robeyns)

Journal Articles
“Ideals, Proposals and Deciding What To Do” (with Harry Brighouse), in a symposium on Philip Kitcher’s The Main Enterprise of the World: Rethinking Education, Analysis Reviews (forthcoming).
‘Segregation from a Normative Perspective’, On Education, September 2021.
‘Parents’ Rights, Children’s Religion: A Familial Relationship Goods Approach’, Journal of Practical Ethics, 8(2) December 2020, pp.30-65.

‘Educational Goods Reconsidered: A Response’ (with Harry Brighouse, Helen F. Ladd, and Susanna Loeb). Journal of Philosophy of Education 54(5) 2020, pp.1382-94.  https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9752.12505
‘Educational Goods: Values, Evidence, and Decision-Making: A Summary’, (with Harry Brighouse, Helen F. Ladd, and Susanna Loeb), 54(5) 2020, pp.1346-48. https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9752.12508
‘The Political Morality of School Composition: The Case of Religious Selection’ (with Matthew Clayton, Andrew Mason and Ruth Wareham), British Journal of Political Science, 2019, pp.1-18. https://doi:10.1017/S0007123418000649
‘Good Education Policy Making: Data-Informed but Values-Driven’ (with Harry Brighouse, Helen F. Ladd, and Susanna Loeb), Phi Delta Kappan December 2018 https://kappanonline.org/good-education-policy-making-data-values-brighouse-ladd-loeb-swift/
‘Family Ethics and Public Policy: Beyond the Medical Model’ (with Harry Brighouse), American Journal of Bioethics 18(11), pp.56-58.
‘Family Values Reconsidered: A Response’ (with Harry Brighouse), Critical Review of Social and Political Philosophy 2018, pp. 385-405.
‘Dethroning Democratic Legitimacy’ (with Zofia Stemplowska), Oxford Studies in Political Philosophy 4 2018, pp. 3-27.
‘Educational Goods and Values: A Framework for Decision Makers’ (with Harry Brighouse, Helen F. Ladd, and Susanna Loeb), Theory and Research in Education 14(1), March 2016, pp.3-25.
‘Advantage, Authority, Autonomy and Continuity: A Response to Ferracioli, Gheaus and Stroud' (with Harry Brighouse), Law, Ethics and Philosophy 3 2015, pp.220-240 
‘Response to Heckman’ (with Harry Brighouse), forum on Promoting Social Mobility in the Boston Review September/October 2012
‘Comprehensive Schools and Social Mobility’ (with Vikki Boliver), Renewal 19(2) July 2011, pp.32-36.

‘Do comprehensive schools reduce social mobility?’ (with Vikki Boliver), British Journal of Sociology 62(1) March 2011, pp.89-110.

‘School Choice for those who have no choice’ (with Harry Brighouse) (with Harry Brighouse), Questa 1 March 2010.

'Educational Equality v Educational Adequacy: A Response to Anderson and Satz' (with Harry Brighouse), Journal of Applied Philosophy 26(2) May 2009, pp.117-128.

‘Legitimate Parental Partiality’ (with Harry Brighouse), Philosophy and Public Affairs 2009 37(1), pp.43-80. [German translation in M. Betzler and B. Bleisch (eds.) Familiäre Pflichten (Suhrkamp Verlag, 2015)., pp.175-216.]
‘Putting Educational Equality in its Place’ (with Harry Brighouse), Education Finance and Policy 3(4) (2008), pp. 444-466. [Revised version in K. Meyer (ed.) Education, Justice and the Human Good (London: Routledge, 2014).]
‘Comment on Pateman and Mills’ Contract and Domination’, Journal of Political Ideologies 133(3) 2008, pp.246-50.

‘The Value of Philosophy in Nonideal Circumstances’, Social Theory and Practice 34(3) 2008, pp.363-388

‘The End of the Tory War on Single Parents?’ (with Harry Brighouse), Public Policy Research 2007 14(3) (September-November), pp.186-192.

‘Parents’ Rights and the Value of the Family’ (with Harry Brighouse), Ethics 117 (October) 2006, pp.80-108. [Reprinted in A. Bailey et al (eds.) The Broadview Anthology of Social and Political Thought: The Twentieth Century and Beyond (2008).]
‘Equality, Priority and Positional Goods’ (with Harry Brighouse), Ethics 116 (April) 2006, pp.471-497.

‘The Morality of School Choice Reconsidered: A Response’, Theory and Research in Education 2(3) 2004, pp. 323-342.
‘The Morality of School Choice’, Theory and Research in Education 2(1) 2004, pp.7-21. [Catalan version in M. Angel Elegre, X, Ramle and O. Valiente (eds.) L’ellecio de centre escolar a Catalunya. Elements per a un debat 2009.]
‘Would Perfect Mobility be Perfect?’, European Sociological Review 20(1) February 2004, pp.1-11.

‘How Not to Defend Private Schools’, Think Autumn 2003, pp.7-11.

‘Seizing the Opportunity: The Influence of Preferences and Aspirations on Social Immobility’ New Economy 10(4) December 2003, pp.208-212.
‘Defending Liberalism in Education Theory’ (with Harry Brighouse), Journal of Education Policy 18(3) July-August 2003, pp.377-395.

‘Class Analysis from a Normative Perspective’, British Journal of Sociology 51(4) December 2000, pp.663-679.

‘Public Opinion and Political Philosophy: The Relation between Social-Scientific and Philosophical Analyses of Distributive Justice’, Ethical Theory and Moral Practice 2 1999, pp.337-63.

‘What Is and What Ought to Be: Popular Beliefs about Distributive Justice in 13 Countries’, (with Gordon Marshall, Carole Burgoyne, and David Routh), European Sociological Review 15(4), December 1999, pp.349-367.

 ‘The Meaning and Measurement of Inequality’ (with Gordon Marshall), Acta Sociologica 42(3), 1999, pp.241-250.

‘Meritocratic Equality of Opportunity: Economic Efficiency, Social Justice, or Both?’ (with Gordon Marshall), Policy Studies 18(1) July 1997, pp.35-48.

‘Merit and Mobility: A Reply to Peter Saunders' (with Gordon Marshall) Sociology 30(2) May 1996, pp.375-86.

‘Class, Gender, and the Asymmetry Hypothesis’ (with Gordon Marshall, Carole Burgoyne, David Routh, and Stephen Roberts), European Sociological Review, 11(1) May 1995, pp.1-15.

‘Social Class and Social Justice’ (with Gordon Marshall), British Journal of Sociology 44(2) June 1993, pp.187-211. 

Book Chapters
‘Who Should Make Decisions About Children’s Education?’ (with Harry Brighouse) in R. Curren (ed.) Handbook of Philosophy of Education (Routledge, 2023).

‘Values and Evidence in Educational Decision-Making’ (with Harry Brighouse) in R. Curren (ed.) Handbook of Philosophy of Education (Routledge, 2023).

‘Pandemic as Political Theory’, in A. Bhattacharya and F. Niker (eds.) Political Philosophy in a Pandemic(London: Bloomsbury, 2021).
‘Family Value Without Gender’, in E. Mbonda and T. Ngosso (eds.) Theories de la Justice: Justice globale, agents de la justice et justice de genre (Louvain-la-Neuve: Louvain UP, 2016), pp.171-180.
‘The Place of Educational Equality in Educational Justice’ (with Harry Brighouse), in K. Meyer (ed.) Education, Justice and the Human Good (London: Routledge, 2014), pp.14-33.

‘The Value of Parenting’ (with Harry Brighouse), in F. Baylis and C. McLeod (eds.) Family Making: Contemporary Ethical Challenges (New York: OUP, 2014), pp.11-28.

‘Rawls on Ideal and Nonideal Theory’ (with Zofia Stemplowska), in J. Mandle and D. Reidy (eds.) Blackwell Companion to Rawls (Oxford: Blackwell, 2013), pp.112-127.

‘Family Values and Schools Policy: Shaping Values and Conferring Advantage’ (with Harry Brighouse), in D. Allen and R. Reich (eds.) Education, Justice, and Democracy (Chicago: Chicago UP, 2013), pp. 199-220.

‘Ideal and Nonideal Theory’ (with Zofia Stemplowska), in D. Estlund (ed.) Oxford Handbook of Political Philosophy (New York: OUP 2012), pp.373-389.

'Legitimate Partiality, Parents and Patriots' (with Harry Brighouse), in A. Gosseries and Y. Vanderborght (eds.) Arguing About Justice: Essays for Philippe Van Parijs (Louvain: Louvain UP 2011), pp. 115-123.

'Political Theory, Social Science and Real Politics' (with Stuart White) in D. Leopold and M. Stears (eds.) Political Theory: Methods and Approaches (Oxford: OUP 2008), pp. 49-69.

'Social Justice and the Family' (with Harry Brighouse), in G. Craig, D. Gordon and T. Burchardt (eds.) Social Justice and Public Policy (Bristol: Policy Press 2008), pp.139-156.

‘Justice, Luck, and the Family: The Intergenerational Transmission of Economic Advantage from a Normative Perspective’ in Sam Bowles, Herbert Gintis, and Melissa Osborne-Groves (eds.) Unequal Chances: Family Background and Economic Success (Princeton NJ: Princeton UP, 2005), pp.256-276.

‘Political Philosophy and Politics’, in Adrian Leftwich (ed.) What is Politics? (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2004), pp.135-146.

‘Filosofia Politica e Politica Real’, in Joao Cardoso Rosas (ed.) Ideias e Politicas para o Nosso Tempo (Braga, Portugal: Universidade de Minho Press, 2004), pp.263-277.

‘Rawls and Communitarianism’ (with Stephen Mulhall), in Samuel Freeman (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Rawls (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), pp.460- 487.

‘Social Justice: Why Does it Matter What the People Think?’, in Daniel Bell and Avner de-Shalit (eds.) Forms of Justice (Totowa NJ: Rowman and Littlefield 2003), pp.13-28. 
‘Wesolowski, Walzer and the Complex Good of Education’ (with Gordon Marshall), in Melvin L. Kohn, Aleskandra Jaskinska-Kania, Kazimieraz M. Slomczynski  (eds.) Power and Social Structure: Essays in Honour of Wlodzimierz Wesolowski (Warsaw: Polish Academy of Sciences, 1999), pp.11-26.

‘The Social Self in Political Theory: The Communitarian Critique of the Liberal Subject’ (with Stephen Mulhall), in D. Bakhurst and C. Sypnowich (eds.) The Social Self (London: Sage, 1995), pp.103-122.

‘The Sociology of Complex Equality’, in David Miller and Michael Walzer (eds.) Pluralism, Justice and Equality (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995), pp.253-280.

Encyclopedia Entries

‘Egalitarianism’ (with Harry Brighouse), Palgrave New Dictionary of Economics 
‘The Family’ and ‘Parental Rights and Responsibilities’ (with Harry Brighouse), International Encyclopaedia of Ethics
Book Reviews

Danielle Allen, Education and Equality. Ethics 127(3) April 2017, pp.762-767.

Sigal R. Ben-Porath, Tough Choices: Structured Parentalism and the Landscape of Choice. Theory and Research in Education 10(2) June 2012, pp.203-206.
‘We Are All Pluralists Now.’ William A. Galston, Liberal Pluralism: The Implications of Value Pluralism for Political Theory and Practice. The Responsive Community 13(3) Summer 2003, pp.61-65.

Review of David Boucher and Paul Kelly eds., Social Justice: from Hume to Walzer. Political Studies 48(1) March 2000, pp.141-142.
‘Equality Matters.’ Paul Barker ed., Living as Equals. The Times Literary Supplement, April 17, 1998. http://www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/private/equality-matters/.
Dennis H. Wrong, The Problem of Order: What Unites and Divides Society. The British Journal of Sociology 48(1) March 1997, pp.167-168.

David Johnston, The Idea of a Liberal Theory: A Critique and Reconstruction. Political Studies 44(2) 1996, pp.363-364.
Robert E. Goodin and Philip Pettit eds., A Companion to Contemporary Political Philosophy. Utilitas 7(1) May 1995, pp.184-186.
‘Justice for the Tribes.’ Michael Walzer, Thick and Thin, Moral argument at home and abroad. The Times Literary Supplement, May 12, 1995.
Franco Crespi, Social Action and Power. The British Journal of Sociology 45(3) September 1994, pp.517-518.
‘Liberalism is Enough.’ Derek L. Phillips, Looking Backward: A Critical Appraisal of Communitarian Thought. Times Literary Supplement 1994 (?)
John Rawls, Political Liberalism. The Philosophical Quarterly 44(177) October 1994, pp.542-545 (with Stephen Mulhall).

Ian Forbes, Marx and the New Individual. The British Journal of Sociology 43(3) September 1992, pp.504-505.

RESEARCH AWARDS 
2015-2018: Spencer Foundation Major Research Project for 3-year project on Faith Schools: Principles and Policy (with Matthew Clayton and Andrew Mason) ($460,000)
2012-15: Oxford Martin School grant for 3-year project on Human Rights for Future Generations (with Dapo Akande, Simon Caney and Sandra Fredman)
2011-2016: Spencer Foundation grant for book project on Educational Goods: Values, Evidence and Decision-Making (with Harry Brighouse, Helen Ladd and Susanna Loeb)

2011: Arts and Humanities Research Council Research Fellow
2000-2002: British Academy Research Reader, Nuffield College, Oxford
1990-1991: ESRC funding for British leg of International Social Justice Project (with Gordon Marshall)
Conference/Workshop Organization 
‘Social Justice: Ideal Theory, Nonideal Circumstances’ ECPR Workshop Helsinki 2005 (with Ingrid Robeyns).

‘New Directions in Social Justice’, Launch of the Centre for the Study of Social Justice (November 2005)
‘Rescuing Justice and Equality: Celebrating the Career of G.A. Cohen’ (with Stuart White, January 2009).

Under my Directorship (2005-9), the University of Oxford’s Centre for the Study of Social Justice organized and hosted 11 conferences.  

Print Journalism
Articles and op-ed pieces in The Guardian, New Statesman, Independent on Sunday, Prospect, Daily Telegraph. 
Broadcast media appearances
BBC4, BBC1 TV News, BBC Radio 4 (The Moral Maze, Thinking Allowed, The Learning Curve), BBC Radio 5 Live, BBC Radio Kent and Merseyside, Australian Broadcasting Commission (The Philosopher’s Zone), Philosophy Bites.

My work has also been discussed on the Rush Limbaugh Show and Megyn Kelly’s programme on Fox TV News.
Visiting positions
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the Australian National University, University of Wisconsin-Madison, University of Geneva.
Invited talks beyond UK universities: University of Wisconsin-Madison, Queen’s University Ontario, University of Tokyo, Waseda University, Kobe University, University of Bremen, Humboldt University, Soares Institute Lisbon, Princeton University, Harvard University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, University of Melbourne, Autonomous University of Barcelona, HM Treasury, Erasmus University Rotterdam, University of Frankfurt, Pompeu Fabra University, Australian National University, Stanford University, Minho University, Catholic University of Yaounde, University of Amsterdam, University of Cambridge, University of Geneva, University of Manchester, University of Graz, Utrecht University.
Refereeing and editorial

Book manuscripts

Oxford University Press, Princeton University Press, Cambridge University Press, Blackwell-Wiley, Routledge and Polity Press. 
Journal articles

Ethics, Journal of Political Philosophy, Political Studies, Social Theory and Practice, Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy, Theory and Research in Education, Journal of Philosophy of Education, British Journal of Sociology, European Sociological Review, Journal of Moral Philosophy, Philosophy Politics & Economics, Journal of Public Policy, Res Publica.
Editorial Boards
Philosophy and Public Affairs (Associate Editor), Theory and Research in Education, Moral Philosophy and Politics, Oxford Studies in Political Philosophy, Ethics and Public Policy
External Consultancy/Refereeing 

Appointments/Promotions/Tenure: University of Durham, University of Reading, Washington University, St Louis, University of Victoria, University of Oxford, European University Institute, Stanford University
Research grants: European Research Council, Economic and Social Research Council, British Academy, Arts and Humanities Research Council 
PPE degree development: University of Leeds, Kings College London, University of Amsterdam 
External Examining

MA School of Social and Political Science, University of Edinburgh
PhD examiner for the LSE and the Universities of Nottingham, Bristol, Copenhagen, Oxford, Wisconsin and Warwick
MAJOR ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS
2018- : Programme Director, MA in Legal and Political Theory, Department of Poltiical Science, University College London

2013-16: Politics Convenor for PPE, Director of Centre for Ethics, Law and Public Affairs, Department of Politics and International Studies, University of Warwick, 
2011-2012: Vice-Master (Executive), Balliol College, University of Oxford

2005-2009: Founding Director, Centre for the Study of Social Justice, Department of Politics and International Studies, University of Oxford

2002-2006: Tutor for Admissions, Balliol College, University of Oxford

